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laws to make possible the 
election of Jackson, a very 
much more democratic lead­ 
er than Jefferson, and cx- 
:ept lor women and negroes, 
olitical democracy became a 
ict throughout the nation. 
Simultaneously with the 

land arose for democracy in 
ducation. Schools partially

frontier had been a flourish-[ for a better world chiefly in thrir basic laws the cause! OCTOBER 25, 1967 PRESS-HERALD

Many political scholars 
maintain that until the mid­ 
dle of the 18th Century, 
America could not really be 
called a democratic country. 
Both in politics and in educa­ 
tion the privileges of partici-

the common man into his own 
both politically and educa­ 
tionally.

The long struggle for polit 
ical democracy and the suf­ 
frage is too well known to be 
retold here. Suffice it to sa;

pation were almost reservedI that until and during th 
for the upper classes. Al-j Federalist period the "wel
though a small percentage of 
the talented from the lower 
economic and social brackets 

^ucceeded in making educa 
tional opportunities for them­ 
selves, the vast majority 
were unable even to secure 
free elementary education.

During all previous centur­ 
ies these aristocratic arrange­ 
ments had prevailed, but the 
maturation of the democratic 
ideal during the first dec 
ades of the 1800's brough

born" and the "wise, the 
rich, and the good" control 
ed the government.

JEFFERSON early in hii 
career had fought against su 
frage restrictions In 1778 hi 
led the victorious fight in the 
Virginia Legislature for vo 
ing privileges for all why 
male adults.

In time, other states fo 
lowed. By 1828 enough stat 
had liberalized their suffrai

rig seed-plot of democracy 
By the time of the outbreak

through education. The Ordi­ 
nance of 1787 made provis-

oY the" Revolution there hadj ions for the establishment of
been developed, according to 
Frederick Jackson Turner, "a 
distinct belt of democratic 
territory extending from the 
back country of New England 
down through western New

upported by taxation ha d York, Pennsylvania, and the 
jeen established in Massachu- South," throughout which the 
etts by the legislation of pioneer "held with passion-

schools and colleges, and the 
new states promptly wrote 
educational articles into their 
constitutions.

Ohio first took advantage 
of the federal land grants of 
the Ordinance by establish­ 
ing Ohio University in 1803 
Michigan, Indiana, and

647, but they made little 
'revision for the children o 
he growing number of in 
.ustrial workers. Everywhere
-even in Massacliuseltr ed
cation was considered to be

privilege and not a social
necessity.

TO SPREAD educational 
opportunities to all the pen 
pie, several groups of indi
 iduals began campaigns on 

different fronts. Each con

toward success, and by the 
end of the Civil War in th 
North and by 1890 in t h 
South democratic educatioi 
on all levels had been achiev 
ed.

Even 100 years before the 
American Revolution, the

ate devotion the idea that he 
was building under freedom 
a new society, based on self 
government, and for the wel 
fare of the average man." 

Turner conceived "the wel 
are of the average man" to 

be considerably more than 
the franchise and economic 
ndividualism. "As he dwelt 
among the stumps of his new­ 
ly cut clearing, the pioneer 
had the creative vision of a

of education "ascending in| 
regular gradations," to quote 
the Indiana Constitution of 
1816, "from township schools 
to a State University, where­ 
in tuition shall be gratis and 
equally open to all."
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About one-tenth of Califor­ 
nia's milk cows are in Los 
Angeles county, and they pro­ 
duce more than one billion

nois followed, all promoting : pounds of milk annually.
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new order of society. He
tributed important elements) declared that his children

should enter into an heritage 
of education, comfort, and so­ 
cial welfare, and for this 
ideal he bore the scars of the 
wilderness."
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